
AT-HOME LEARNING 
Our staff at Catholic Central care deeply about our students and are committed to ensuring your child has the skills 
they need to be successful. The Government of Alberta has announced in-person classes will resume in September. 
However, if you choose to keep your child home, we are here to ensure students continue receiving a high-quality 
education at-home. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Students who learn in an at-home learning environment have been organized into cohorts based on their course 
selections and, subsequently,  their prerequisites (the minimum mark required for a selected class). This learning 
format will include live online teacher instruction as well as directed activities and assignments that students will 
complete independently within the assigned time blocks for the class. 

Any face-to-face delivery between the teacher to students is called synchronous learning. This is learning that 
happens at a specific time of the day when students and the teacher interact with each other. It’s similar to in-class 
instruction, but uses a virtual platform such as Google Meet.  

Other learning activities that students complete independently are known as asynchronous learning. These are 
activities assigned by the teacher that students complete throughout the assigned block of time, in addition to teacher 
instruction to support 1:1 or group learning time. This may include watching videos, writing on message boards, 
writing emails, essay writing, student-assigned work time, etc. Teachers have the flexibility to set “office hours” to 
support student learning. 

Your child’s at-home teacher is a teacher who is regularly assigned to Catholic Central’s teaching staff. 

At-home instruction will cover all the required areas of the provincial curriculum. Teaching will focus on the five core 
subject areas: English, math, religious education (CALM), science, and social studies. 

The following courses are being offered to those parents/ students who elected at-home learning in the division 
survey and have completed the official registration for at-home: 
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/division/school_re-entry/at-home_learning 

● Social 10-1 
● Religious Education 15 
● English 20-1 
● Social 20-1 
● Religious Education & CALM 25 
● English 30-1 
● Chemistry 30 
● Religious Education 35 

Please note: The deadline to select face-to-face or at-home learning has now passed. As of today, August 26th, 
2020, no other requests to “switch” to either model of delivery will be granted. 

The FIRST DAY of classes for our at-home learning students will be WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2020. Our 
at-home learning teachers will be reaching out to contact students on their class lists. Please be patient with us as we 
are trying to navigate through all the data and requests and create the at-home learner classes to be visible on 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=728677F3FD440-E50C-5C36-E8E7D05B8E93C3DC
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/division/school_re-entry/at-home_learning


PowerSchool. WE WILL CONTACT YOU, so please refrain from contacting us unless you haven’t heard from a 
teacher about at-home learning by Friday, August 28th. 

Catholic Central also has access to Distance Learning opportunities for students through our Trinity Learning Centre. 
This is DIFFERENT than at-home learning as it is more student-directed through the use of distance learning 
modules. Should this be of interest to you/ your child, please contact Mr. Vercillo. 

WHAT IS AT-HOME LEARNING? 

In an at-home learning program, students engage with their teachers in a structured learning environment. Students 
learn course content through online platforms, but that information is just part of their online learning experience. 
Students also build relationships with their classmates and teachers. This kind of connection is important during the 
COVID-19 crisis, as we need to take extra care of our mental health and well-being. 

AT-HOME LEARNING IS AT-HOME LEARNING IS NOT 
Student-centered and teacher-directed Easier or less work 

Supported by a parent/ guardian (teacher will 
communicate any concerns directly to parent) 

Taught by a parent/ guardian 

Scheduled learning time (there are expectations to 
adhere to a daily school routine) 

Accessible whenever the student elects to log on 

Taught by a teacher at Catholic Central who holds a 
valid Alberta Teaching Certificate 

A tutorial class or correspondence/ modular 
booklets 

Organized to meet the required learning outcomes 
within a quarter to prepare students for final exams/ 
diploma exams 

A class where students can opt out of assessments 
and/or exams OR where assessment is modified 

 

WHAT FAMILIES CAN EXPECT 

Catholic Central runs on the quarter-system, with four scheduled exam breaks throughout the year. Students who 
choose to participate in a quarter of at-home learning will take part in at-home classes and daily learning activities, 
both synchronous (interacting online with their classmates and teacher) and asynchronous (additional assignments 
they complete independently) FOR THE QUARTER. There will be an opportunity for students/ parents to reassess 
their choices to return to face-to-face learning at the end of each quarter (or until said time that directive from Alberta 
Education or Alberta Health Services changes). 

To support learning:  

● At-home courses will be delivered using Google Meet and Google Classroom and other secure Division 
applications. 

● Teachers will provide engaging, curriculum-based lessons that require students to actively participate. 
● Teachers will assess assignments and progress to support students and determine a final grade. 
● Teachers at Catholic Central are following a common schedule to cover the curriculum, quarterly.  



● Students will have access to individual or small group instruction—scheduled meetings between the teacher 
and small groups of students to check in on progress, complete assessments and provide feedback to 
students.  

● Teaching will follow provincial learning outcomes—statements about knowledge or skills that Alberta 
Education requires us to teach. Some outcomes relate to key concepts and big ideas that teachers want 
students to understand and remember long after they have forgotten the details. Specific learner outcomes 
can be grouped together, or chunked, in meaningful ways. 

● Students will be required to write a final exam. Students in grade 12 are expected to write a diploma 
exam, which are already established dates and times set by Alberta Education and MUST BE written 
at the school (no accommodations or exceptions for students to write on alternative days, times, or 
locations can be made). 

● Note: diploma exams are administered in person and will adhere to physical distancing guidelines. Students 
will be required to wear a mask while taking their exams.  

WHAT ONLINE LEARNING WILL LOOK LIKE  

Minimum daily requirements for student learning 

● 8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Blocks 1&2 (am classes) Monday-Thursday. Mandatory log-in time, every day will be 
8:30 a.m. for ALL students. Daily attendance WILL be taken on PowerSchool. 

● 12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m. Blocks 3 &4 (pm classes) Monday-Thursday. Mandatory log-in time, every day will 
be at 12:00 noon for ALL students. Daily attendance WILL be taken on PowerSchool. 

● Friday will be Block 1& 2 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. and Block 3 & 4 will be 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
● Daily schedule – each class will meet with their at-home teacher daily, who will determine a schedule that 

best meets learning outcomes. 
● Synchronous learning - students will engage in synchronous learning per course each day.  
● Teachers will also set scheduled time aside for student-led drop-in/questions. 
● Asynchronous learning - students will engage in learning activities similar to “homework” or classroom 

work time independently. 
● Teachers will choose how to organize time for both synchronous and asynchronous learning.  
● Teachers will monitor for understanding and growth to provide individual support for students. 

Sample Daily Schedule 
Please note that this is only a sample of what a student’s day might look like. 

8:15-8:30 a.m.  Student ensures that he/ she is ready to log on and 
participate  

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Teacher welcomes class, starts with a prayer, 
shares agenda for the day and proceeds with 
synchronous learning session. Students are 
present while the teacher provides the lesson. 

9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Small groups meet online as directed by the 
teacher. Students might be assigned to small 
groups and the teacher will move from group to 
group to monitor learning and answer questions. 
Students can work on group projects or support 
each other in learning tasks. 



10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Student work time where students work through 
assigned class work with the option to access the 
teacher for assistance/ support. 

10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Teacher has all students rejoin the Google Meet to 
wrap up the day and to set up learning objectives 
for the next day’s lesson 

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon LUNCH FOR ALL AT-HOME LEARNERS 

11:45 -12:00 noon Student ensures that he/she is ready to log on and 
participate 

12:00 noon - 12:45 p.m. Teacher welcomes class, starts with a prayer, 
shares agenda for the day and proceeds with 
synchronous learning session. Students are 
present while the teacher provides the lesson. 

12:45 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. At-home test is being taken or an essay is being 
written. Teacher is available to support student 
learning. 

1:45 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Teacher delivers synchronous learning session for 
all students. 

2:15 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Teacher available for 1:1 questions, check-ins, etc. 

2:30 p.m.  End of the school day for at-home learners. 
Students may be assigned homework and/or 
content in order to be prepared for the next day 

 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 

Students and parents who have elected the at-home learning option must recognize that it will NOT look similar to the 
environment that all students were subject to at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. The same expectations of 
rigour in both curriculum and in meeting learner outcomes will be applicable to both face-to-face learner and at-home 
learners. 

Students will be expected to know what is expected of them in the at-home learning environment. 

● Students will attend every day at the scheduled log in times established by the teacher. At-home learning is 
comparable to being in a classroom but in an online environment. As such, attendance will be monitored and 
log in at 8:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon every day is mandatory. Attendance will be taken daily by the teacher 
and submitted in PowerSchool. 

● If a student does not attend for 3 days (unexcused absence/ without communication between parent and 
teacher) and/or falls too far behind, he/she will be referred to administration and potentially removed from 
the course. 

● Log-in expectations set by the teacher will be expected for students to adhere to (ie: cameras on, 
microphones off, chat or comment protocols, etc.). 

● Google Meets and/or secure video platforms meetings are mandatory and recordings of these will NOT be 
posted. 



● Students need to be prepared and engaged. All distractions, including cell phones, must be put away and 
the space of learning should be conducive to student learning. 

● Regular check-ins on Google Classroom and/or Holyspirit email will be required. It is the responsibility of the 
student to email the teacher if he/she is unclear of expectations, confused about an assignment, or if there is 
something preventing the completion of work. 

● Students must understand and adhere to the strict school policy on plagiarism and violation of academic 
integrity.  

● There will be zero tolerance for plagiarism  or cheating on assignments or exams. The consequence for 
plagiarism will include a grade of zero AND all future tests/exams will be written at the school under the 
supervision of the teacher. 

● As per the "Responsible Use Agreement Form", digital etiquette (being respectful and positive to others at 
all times) is expected. This applies to use of language and sharing of content in written or verbal form. There 
will be zero tolerance for misuse of technology. 

● Students will conduct themselves in behaviours expected of all students at Catholic Central and engage with 
both the teacher and their peers in a respectful manner. 

 
Catholic Central is committed to supporting your child as we navigate these unprecedented times. May God keep us 
all safe as we work together in this “near normal” scenario. 
 


